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the younger braves steal off into the enemy's
land, where they provoke bad blood by plundering
a ranch, driving away mules, if possible carrying
off women. They know that the white men will
turn out and fight, that two or three braves may
happen to get killed, and they are pretty sure
that the nations which have suffered in the fray
will then cry loudly for revenge.

As a rule, the white men, being few in number,
unsupported   by   their   government,   never   resist
these Indian attacks, unless life is taken or women
are  captured;   short of these crimes  being com-
mitted,  the pale-face says,  it is cheaper  to  feed
the. red men than to  fight them, since he must
always meet them with a halter round his neck.
A white man dare not fire on a band of Coinan-
ches, though he may be perfectly sure that they
are enemies, bent on taking his life.    If he killed
an Indian, he would be tried for murder.    The red
man, therefore, has his choice of when and where
he will attack; and the grand advantage of being
able to deliver his volley when he pleases.    It is
only after some one has been killed, that the white
man feels hin^elf safe in returning shot for shot.
So,  when parties  of Indians  come   upon   lonely
ranches and stations on the Plains, the white men